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[ The Systems Effect

£ 1~ Farming systems that use a combination of conservation practices to protect natural resources

- (soil, water, air, plant, and animal) promote long-term, sustainable use, and they help move your 173 i
¥ farm forward on the Pastureland Conservation Continuum. Your rotational grazing, alternative : ' ’ A
water supply, and nutrient and manure application decisions can protect your land and water and A 8o 2N .
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result in healthy soil to produce high quality and yielding forage crops for livestock production.

Minimum grazing heights, forage grazing and rest periods, and improved manure distribution
help develop healthy pastures and ground cover that protect soil from erosion. Healthy root
systems stabilize the soil and provide organic matter that builds soil structure and increases
water infiltration. Water available for plant growth is increased, while runoff is decreased.
Exclude livestock from streams and ponds, and use an alternative water supply to provide fresh,
clean drinking water for improved animla health. Add nutrient and manure management to these
practices to create a system that results in higher yielding pastures, increased stocking rates (or
reduced input requirements), and a variety of other positive results, all of which improve the
foundation of your livestock operation... Your Soil.
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Farm Bill Programs Can Help

The Natural Resources Conservation Service offers financial assistance to help farmers M anage m e nt O ptl O n S
use conservation practices and systems on cropland. Contact us for information about the

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Conservation Stewardship Program fo r PaStu I'EIan d

(CSP).
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, d

age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political WWWI n rc S L] u S a L] gov
beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to
all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape,
etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Pastireland Coenservauon Contmnuim

Betterr — Best

Follow each management sequence for options that move your farm forward on the Pastureland Conservation Continuum.
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service staff provide technical assistance to help you use management practices that solve common resource problems.

Grazing Managemen Livestock Water Supp

overstocking — cross fencing unlimited access — watering ramp

Nutrient & Manure Manag Stream Habitat Protect

open-stack manure —  covered storage habitat loss — stream crossing




